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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Town  of  Cheshire,  Connecticut 

For  The  Year  Ending  August  31st 

1967 


Cover.   Marine  Capt.  Harvey  C.  Barnum,  Jr. 

Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  Winner 

December  18,   1965 

For  Presidential  Citation  See  Overleaf 


The  President  of  the  United  States  takes  pleasure 
in  presenting  this  to 

HARVEY  C.  BARNUM,  JR. 

U.  S.  Marine  Corps 

For  conspicuous  gallantry  and  intrepidity  at  the  risk  of  his  life  above  and 
beyond  the  call  of  duty  as  Forward  Observer  for  Artillery,  while  attached 
to  Company  H,  Second  Battalion,  Ninth  Marines,  Third  Marine  Division 
(Reinforced),  in  action  against  communist  forces  at  Ky  Phu  in  Quang  Tin 
Province,  Republic  of  Vietnam,  on  18  December  1965.  When  the  company 
was  suddenly  pinned  down  by  a  hail  of  extremely  accurate  enemy  fire  and 
was  quickly  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  battalion  by  over  five 
hundred  meters  of  open  and  fire-swept  ground,  and  casualties  mounted 
rapidly,  Lieutenant  Barnum  quickly  made  a  hazardous  reconnaissance  of 
the  area  seeking  targets  for  his  artillery.  Finding  the  rifle  company  com- 
mander mortally  wounded  and  the  radio  operator  killed,  he,  with  com- 
plete disregard  for  his  own  safety,  gave  aid  to  the  dying  commander,  then 
removed  the  radio  from  the  dead  operator  and  strapped  it  to  himself.  He 
immediately  assumed  command  of  the  rifle  company,  and  moving  at  once 
into  the  midst  of  the  heavy  fire,  rallying  and  giving  encouragement  to  all 
units,  reorganized  them  to  replace  the  loss  of  key  personnel  and  led  their 
attack  on  enemy  positions  from  which  deadly  fire  continued  to  come.  His 
sound  and  swift  decisions  and  his  obvious  calm  served  to  stabilize  the 
badly  decimated  units  and  his  gallant  example  as  he  stood  exposed  repeat- 
edly to  point  out  targets  served  as  an  inspiration  to  all.  Provided  with  two 
armed  helicopters,  he  moved  fearlessly  through  enemy  fire  to  control  the 
air  attack  against  the  firmly  entrenched  enemy  while  skillfully  directing 
one  platoon  in  a  successful  counter-attack  on  the  key  enemy  positions. 
Having  thus  cleared  a  small  area,  he  requested  and  directed  the  landing 
of  two  transport  helicopters  for  the  evacuation  of  the  dead  and  wounded. 
He  then  assisted  in  the  mopping  up  and  final  seizure  of  the  battalion's 
objective.  His  gallant  initiative  and  heroic  conduct  reflected  great  credit 
upon  himself  and  were  in  keeping  with  the  highest  traditions  of  the 
Marine  Corps  and  the  United  States  Naval  Service. 


TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 
TOWN  OFFICERS  AND  OTHER  PARTIES  SERVING  IN  A  FIDUCIARY  CAPACITY 

Year  Ended  August  31,  1967 

FIRST  SELECTMAN— elected 

John  Mark  Bishop  -1968 

TOWN  CLERK— elected 
Warren  E.  Hall 


-1968 


TREASURER— appointed 
Lucille  A.  Norton 

TAX  COLLECTOR— appointed 
I.  Fitch  Guilford 

ASSESSOR— appointed 
Martin  H.  Coyne 

TREE  WARDEN— appointed 
Robert  Wells 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  DIRECTOR- 
Leo  Beck 


-1968 
-1968 
-1970 

-1968 

-appt. 
-1968 

BUILDING   INSPECTOR— appointed 
H.  Curtiss  Barnum  -1970 

ASST.  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Mitchell  Jason 

ZONING  ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER— appointed 

Leland  E.  Breyer  -1968 

DOG  WARDEN— appointed 

William  K.  Myers  -1968 

TOWN  COUNSEL— appointed 

Richard  T.  Mokrzynski  -1968 

RECREATION  DIRECTOR— appointed 
Kenneth  Hall  -1968 

MODERATOR— elected 

Walter  A.  DeAndrade  -1968 

DEPUTY   MODERATOR— elected 
Edward  S.  Downes,  Jr.  -1968 

FIRE  MARSHAL— appointed 

William  Willetts  -1968 

DEPUTY  FIRE  MARSHAL— appointed 
John  Bates  -1968 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Dr.  John  H.  Thorp 

ASST.   SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
SCHOOLS 

Dr.  Stephen  August 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
John  G.  McNamara 

DEPUTY  CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

Vincent  Maddaloni 
DIRECTOR  OF  HEALTH 

Dr.  Wilbur  J.  Moore 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Fred  W.  Bens 

FIRE  CHIEF 

John  A.  Williams 

TOWN  LIBRARIAN 

Evelyn   Moss 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN- 
John  Mark  Bishop 
Lynn  B.  McVicker 
Roger  W.   Hall 
Ralph  Auletta 
William  E.  Kennedy,  Jr. 

-elected 

-1968 
-1968 
-1968 
-1968 
-1968 

BOARD  OF  TAX  REVIEW 
William  H.  Austin,  Ch. 
Robert  J.   Burns 
John  E.   Nettleton 

—elected 

-1968 
-1968 
-1968 

CONSTABLES— elected 
J.  Robert  Carlan 
John  T.   Daley 
Michael  J.   Logue 
William  Verner 

-1968 
-1968 
-1968 
-1968 

POLICE  COMMISSION— elected 

Richard  P.   Carroll,  Ch.  -1968 

William  C.  Eichmann  -1970 

Thomas  H.  Hughes,  Jr.  Sec.  -1968 

William  R.  Kasack  -1970 

Richard  H.  Miller  -1968 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION— elected 


Harry  B.  Adams 

-1968 

William  S.  Gere,  Sec. 

-1970 

Thomas  P.  Hackett 

-1970 

Thurston  S.  Merriman,  Ch. 

-1968 

Norman  H.  Schlink 

-1968 

Willard  D.   Stanley 

-1970 

Jeanne  Meushaw 

-1968 

ZONING  BOARD   OF 

APPEALS— elected 

Stuart  J.  Beck,  Sec. 

-1968 

Philip  J.  Byrne,  III 

-1968 

William  I.  Denton,  Ch. 

-1970 

Russell  B.  Fritz 

-1968 

Waldo  A.  Shaw 

-1970 

ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

ALTERNATES— elected 

Arthur   J.    Frechette,   Jr.  -1970 

Byron  F.  Wilcox  -1970 

John  J.  Riordan  -1968 

PLANNING  COMMISSION— elected 
Albert  B.  Morgan  -1968 

Lawrence  G.  Copeland  -1968 

Frank  Papandrea  -1968 

Ralph  T.  Rowland  -1968 

Ernest  Rumberg,  Ch.  -1970 


TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 
TOWN  OFFICERS  AND  OTHER  PARTIES  SERVING  IN  A  FIDUCIARY  CAPACITY 

Year  Ended  August  31,  1967 


ZONING  COMMISSION— elected 

Julius  Humiston,  Sec.  -1970 

Norman  Maconi  -1968 

Gilbert  Lassen  -1968 

Leslie  T.   Schakenbach  -1968 

John  C.  Wolff,  Ch.  -1970 

JURY  COMMITTEE— appointed 

Edith  Cornell  Ch.  -1967 

Sylvia  Washburn  -1967 

Elizabeth  Malik  -1967 

BOARD    OF   FINANCE— elected 

Ivan  Coulter,  Ch.  -1968 

Richard  E.  Rosien  -1970 

Allen  R.  Perrins,  Sec.  -1968 

Lincoln  Thompson  -1968 

Henry  W.  Jones,  Jr.  -1970 

Carl  Isakson  -1968 

Ralph  J.  Carroll  -1970 

DEVELOPMENT  &  INDUSTRIAL 

COMMISSION— appointed 

Ralph  O.   Smith  -1968 

Kingsley  W.   French  -1968 

Waldo  M.  McKee  -1970 

J.  DeWitt  Knotter,   Ch.  -1970 

Charles  Falk,   Sec.  -1970 

BUILDING  CODE  BOARD  OF 


APPEALS— appointed 

Herman  Linke 

-1970 

Wentworth  Beattie 

-1970 

Joseph  Doolittle 

-1970 

Philip  Rehbein 

-1968 

John  Malik 

-1968 

PARK  &  RECREATION 

COMMISSION— appointed 

William  K.  Myers 

-1968 

David  Leonard 

-1970 

Ruth  Burke 

-1968 

Henry  Hicock,   Ch. 

-1970 

Kenneth  Hale 

-1970 

Sally  Shumway 

-1968 

George  Erk 

-1970 

LIBRARY  DIRECTORS— appointed 

Burton  M.   Guilford,  Ch. 

-1970 

Lucille  Knotter 

-1970 

Joy  Hostage 

-1970 

Charles  O.  Dutton 

-1970 

Anamae  F.  Schaudel 

-1968 

Lucille  D.  Williams 

-1968 

Paul  J.  Maxon 

-1968 

Robert  Jackson 

-1968 

John  Scully 

-1968 

SEWER  COMMISSION— appointed 

Patrick  Euley  -1968 

Robert   McKeagney  -1968 

Charles  Loud,  Ch.  -1970 

Richard  T.  Reilly,  Sec.  -1970 

Mitchell  Dudarevitch  -1968 

Gordon  Drazen  -1968 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

— appointed 

Fritz  Meusel,  Sec.  -1968 

Thomas  J.  Williams  -1968 

Herbert  J.   Cran,  Jr.,  Ch.  -1970 

Mary  Lou  Lyons  -1970 

Richard  F.  Meagher  -1970 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  ADVISORY 

COUNCIL— appointed 

Stephen  August  -1968 

Howard  Linke  -1968 

John  G.  McNamara  -1968 

Richard  Kelley  -1968 

CHARTER  REVISION 
COMMISSION— appointed 

Socrates  Mihalakos,  Ch. 

Jean  P.  Jewett,  Sec. 

Fred  W.  Bens 

Bernhardt  W.  Erk,  Jr. 

Ann  Fennelly 

William  King 

Vincent  A.  Maida 

Allen  R.  Perrins 

Thomas  Staley 

PHNS  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

— appointed 

Edith  L.  Baillie  -1968 

Dellar  L.    Crumrine  -1968 

Irene  Drufva  -1970 

Dorothy   Lassen  -1970 

Harold  LeFort  -1970 

Julie  Madzik  -1970 

Donald  McDowell  -1970 

Golda  T.  Oten  -1968 

Christiane  Pardee  -1968 

Paul  S.  Parsons  -1968 

Robert  Perkins  -1968 

Morton   Reisenberg  -1968 

Barbara   Sicard  -1970 

Ernest  Tennyson  -1970 

Helen  Hasler  -1970 

HISTORICAL  DISTRICT  STUDY 
COMMITTEE— appointed 

Carolyn  Oedel 

Elizabeth  T.  McKee 

Edward  C.  Gumprecht 

John  C.  Wolff 


The  Board  of  Finance  presents  to  the  Town  of  Cheshire  the  annual 
report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Town  for  the  year  ending  August 
31,  1967.  This  report  has  been  based  on  the  audit  report  of  Ernst  and 
Ernst,  Certified  Public  Accountants. 

The  Budget  for  the  year  1966-1967  was  approved  by  the  annual 
Town  Meeting  of  1966,  at  which  time  the  total  amount  of  $3,845,117 
and  net  after  expected  revenues  of  $2,887,994  was  authorized.  The  tax 
rate  set  by  the  Board  of  Finance  was  41  mills  on  a  grand  list  of 
$67,633,390  which  was  expected  to  produce  in  taxes  $2,717,000  at  a  98% 
collection  rate.  The  difference  of  $170,994  was  to  be  drawn  from  the 
General  Fund. 

The  year  1966-1967  was  a  good  one  for  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  town. 
Revenues  received  were  $87,530  more  than  the  expected  $957,123.  Ex- 
penditures also  were  $16,471  under  the  Budget,  and  tax  collections  were 
$52,740  greater  than  estimated.  These  favorable  variances  total  $156,741 
so  that  actually  only  $56,024  was  withdrawn  from  the  General  Fund. 
This,  after  providing  for  additional  appropriations  of  $41,771,  of  which 
$20,400  was  for  capital  expenditures  and  school  roof  repairs,  $11,000 
for  salaries  and  the  balance  for  various  miscellaneous  items. 

For  the  year  ending  August  31,  1968  the  tax  rate  was  set  at  44  mills 
on  a  grand  list  of  $72,350,040,  the  total  assessment  as  of  October  1966. 
The  annual  1967  town  meeting  approved  a  1967-1968  Budget  of 
$4,326,534  with  revenues  estimated  at  $1,140,748.  The  estimated  tax 
revenue  therefore  is  $3,183,401  against  net  estimated  expenditures  of 
$3,185,786. 

A  complete  copy  of  the  auditors  report  is  on  file  in  the  Town  Clerk's 
Office  and  available  for  public  inspection. 

Board  of  Finance 


Expenditures 

School 
Town 
Add  to  Budget 


GENERAL  FUND 
STATEMENT  OF  SURPLUS 

Fiscal  Year  Ended  August  31,  1967 

Budget  Actual 


$  3,112,332 

732,785 

41,771 


3,119,227 
751,190 


Gain 


$  3,886,888         $  3,870,417         $        16,471 


Revenues 

School 
Town 


Excess  Expenditures  over  revenues 
Budget  Gain — Net  Expenditures 


$      814,883 
142,240 


2,929,765 


855,652 
189,001 


$   957,123    $  1,044,653    $   87,530 


2,825,764 


104,001 


TAXES 


Grand  List  1965 

$67,621,800  at  41    mills  less  2%  $  2,717,000 


Net  Budget  Gain  (212,765) 

Budgeted  Surplus  Reduction  and 
Additional  Appropriations 

Reduction  of  Surplus — Actual 

Surplus  and  Balance  as  of  August  31,  1966 


2,769.740         $        52,740 


(56,024) 


$  156,741 

$  212,765 

$  56,024 

$  249,365 

$  193,341 


Adjustments 

Tax  corrections,  transfers  to  suspense,  etc.  3,102 

Less:  Credit  for  unexpended  appropriations — prev.  year  3,026 


Surplus — Balance  as  of  August  31,  1967 


76 


$      193,265 


Computation  of  Surplus  Available  for  Future  Budget  Operations 

193,265 


Surplus — as  above 
Less  Working  Funds 
Uncollected  Taxes 


680 
61,494 


62,174 


Cash  Surplus — available  for  future  budget  operations 


131,091 


TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 

STATEMENT  OF  TOWN  PROPERTY 
Fiscal  Year  Ended  August  31,  1967 


LAND: 


Town  Hall 

Fire  House 

Town  Property 

Cheshire  High   School 

Chapman  School 

Darcey  School 

Humiston  School 

Norton  School 

Library 

Junior  High  School 

Mixviile  Beach 

Doolittle  School 

Sidewalk 

Tennis  Courts 

TOTAL  LAND 


BUILDINGS: 

Town  Hall— Foote  Street 

Town  Garage 

Fire  and  Police 

Cheshire  High   School 

Chapman  School 

Humiston  School 

Historical  Society 

Norton  School 

Darcey  School 

Observation  Tower 

Library 

Junior  High  School 

New  Grammar  School 

Doolittle  School 

Dog  Pound 

Park  Ponds  and  Beach 

TOTAL  BUILDINGS 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY 

Town   Hall 
Fire  Department 
Police  Department 
Town  Garage 
Road   Equipment 
Schools 
Civil  Defense 
Library 

TOTAL  PERSONAL  PROPERTY 

TOTALS 


Sept.  1, 1966 

Additions 

Aug.  31 1967 

$    5,000 

$    5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

135,764 

$   90,000 

225,764 

36,122 

36,122 

10,732 

10,732 

11,156 

11,156 

10,400 

10,400 

28,661 

28,661 

3,000 

3,000 

26,000 

26,000 

144,637 

144,637 

31,250 

31,250 

15,404 

15,404 

8,626 

8,626 

$   471,752 

$   90,000 

$   561,752 

150,883 

150,883 

46,357 

46,357 

77,070 

77,070 

1,472,979 

1,290,445 

2,763,421 

761,413 

319 

761,732 

167,855 

167,855 

15.000 

15,000 

543,396 

284 

543,680 

341,148 

615 

341,763 

1,585 

1,585 

153,848 

153,848 

740,073 

1,399 

741,472 

35,290 

35,290 

714,625 

400 

715,025 

3,776 

3,776 

2,841 

2,841 

$  5,228,139 

$  1,293,462 

$  6,521,601 

66,819 

3,259 

70,078 

91,442 

91,442 

7,052 

4,188 

11,240 

8,819 

8,819 

193,497 

31,067 

224,564 

441.430 

65,836 

507,266 

3,655 

3,655 

24,981 

24,981 

$  837,695 

$   104,350 

$   942,045 

$  6,537,586 

$  1,487,812 

$  8,025,398 

TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 
BONDS  AND  NOTES  OUTSTANDING 

August  31,  1967 


Bonds  Payable  (Maturities  in  Fiscal  Year  ending  August  31) 


School  Construction 

Maturing  Serially 
High  School  Bonds 

Maturing  Serially 
Chapman  &  Darcey  Schools 

Maturing  Serially 
Norton  School 

Maturing  Serially 
Norton  School  Addition 

Maturing  Serially 
Junior  High  School 

Maturing  Serially 
Doolittle  &  Chapman   School  Addition 

Maturing  Serially 
High  School  Addition 

Maturing  Serially 

Total  School  Bonds 
Building  &  Bridge  Bonds 

Maturing  Serially 
Library 

Maturing  Serially 

Total  Bonds 


1949- 
1968- 
1951- 
1968- 
1954- 
1968- 
1955- 
1968- 
1957- 
1968- 
1958- 
1968- 
1961- 
1968- 
1965- 
1968- 


-1.6% 
-1969 

-1.8% 

-1972 

-1.95% 

-1974 

-2.25% 

-1975 

-3.85% 

-1977 

-3.00% 

-1978 

-3.50% 

-1982 

-3.20% 

-1985 


40,000 
300,000 
105,000 
280,000 
100,000 
440,000 
825,000 
1,170.000 


$  3.260,000 

1957- 

-3.85% 

1968- 

-1977 

100,000 

1961- 

-3.50% 

1968- 

-1982 

88,000 

$  3.448  000 


Notes  Payable 

1961  School  Building  Fund 

Home  National  Bank — Maturing 
Land  Purchase 

Maturing 
Water  Installation 

Maturing 
Land  Purchases 

Maturing 

Total  Notes 
Total  Notes  and  Bonds  Payable 


1961—2.15% 

1968 

12,000 

1966 

1968 

27,500 

1966—3.20% 

1968 

85,000 

1967 

1968 

90,000 

$      214,500 
$  3,662,500 


State  Grants  Receivable  August  31,  1967 


$  1,577,036 


TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 
CONDENSED  REPORT  OF  TAX  COLLECTOR 

For  the  Year  Ended  August  31,  1967 


Adjusted 

Actual 

Interest  & 

Uncollected 

>ct.  1st                                    Taxes 

Cash 

Lien  Fees 

Tax 

tx  List                               Collectible 

Collections 

Collected 

Aug. 

31,  1967 

1965                                     $  2,770,332 

$  2,739,791 

$ 

6,359 

$ 

30,541 

1964                                              28,584 

16,829 

1,567 

11,755 

196*                                              10,132 

2,828 

441 

7,304 

1962                                                4,728 

316 

64 

4,412 

1961                                                3,347 

285 

56 

3,062 

1960                                                2,964 

114 

47 

2,850 

1959                                                     440 

40 

12 

400 

1958                                                   377 

31 

4 

346 

1957                                                   145 

145 

1956                                                     26 

26 

1955                                                     85 

85 

1954                                                   137 

137 

1953                                                     69 

69 

1952                                                     19 

19 

1951                                                       8 

8 

$  2,821,393 

$  2,760,234 

$ 

8,550 

$ 

61,159 

Suspense  book  Tax  Collections 

171 

43 

Advance  1966  List  Collections 

20,325 

Total  Collections 

$  2,780,730 

$ 

8,593 

SPECIAL  ADJUSTMENTS 

Uncollected  Taxes  Transferred  to  Suspense 
Miscellaneous  Adjustments  Net— Addition 


3,514 
1.256 


TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 
COMPARATIVE  ASSESSMENTS  FOR  TAXES 


Dwelling  Houses 

Barns.  Sheds.  Garages 

House  Lots  and  Building  Lots 

Commercial  and  Mfg.  Bldgs. 

Land  -  Acreage 

Machinery.  Equip..  Inventory,  etc. 

Motor  Vehicles 

Farm  Animals.   Machinery.   LTtilitie 

Ten  Percent  Penalty 

Less  Exemptions 

Xet  Grand  List 
Mill  Rate 


1965  List  10   1   65 
Units          Amount 

4.039 

538.386,000 

2.777 

1,491,960 

4.525 

6.660.450 

178 

7.761.930 

15.275 

2.177.500 

5.322.820 

8.166 

6.210.290 

s 

1.489.320 

4.280 

69.504.550 

1.871.160 

$67,633,390 

41 

1966  List  10  1   66 
Units          Amount 

4,191 

340.372,530 

2,773 

1.544,520 

4,639 

7.009.000 

248 

8.990.970 

15.167 

2,209,030 

5.729.030 

8,762 

6.641.910 

1,764,350 

7.780 

74.269,120 

1. 919.080 

S72. 350,040 

44 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  —  TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 

Comparison  of  Budget  and  Actual  Expenditures 


EXPENDITURES 

Town  Offices  —  Salaries 

Town  Offices  —  Expense 

Boards  and  Commissions 

Fire  Department 

Police  Department 

Public  Works 

Public  Health  Nursing 

Library  —  Salaries  &  Expenses 

Maintenance  of  Town  Buildings 

Insurance 

Park  and  Recreation 

Social  Security,  Pensions, 

Medical  Insurance 
Welfare 
Interest 

Redemption  of  Debt 
Miscellaneous 
Capital  Expenditures 
Additional  Appropriations 

Total 


REVENUES 

Town  Aid  Roads 
State  Funds 
Fees,    Interest 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

Total  Gains  over  Estimates 


Under 

Budget 

Actual 

Expended 

$        94,306 

$        96,785 

17,000 

17,258 

19,343 

18,215 

17,985 

14,748 

130,285 

125,688 

222,956 

245,727 

27,968 

30,258 

40,703 

42,928 

20,000 

20,852 

15,556 

14,833 

18,440 

18,360 

24,773 

25,111 

5.000 

4,054 

7,420 

7,420 

16,000 

16,000 

3,250 

3,394 

51.800 

49,559 

26,071 

$      758,856 

$      751,190 

$          7,666 

Over 
Collected 

60,000 

83,742 

10,400 

12,366 

61,340 

76,674 

"-~~~~ 

10,500 

16,218 

$      142,240 

$      189,000 

$       46,760 

$        54,426 

10 


TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 

Comparison  Board  of  Education  Budget  and  Expenditures 
Year  Ended  —  August  31,  1967 


EXPENDITURES 

General  Control 

Salaries,  Administrative 

Clerical 
Supplies  and  Expenses 


Instruction 

Salaries,  Teachers 

Clerical 
Books 
Supplies  and  Expenses 


Operation  and  Maintenance 

Salaries  —  Custodians 
Fuel  and  Utilities 
Supplies  and  services 


Transportation 

Debt  Service 

Retirement  of  Debt 
Interest 


Other  Expenditures 

Health  Service 

Insurance 

Social  Security,  Medical  Insurance 

Pensions 

Cafeteria  —  Maintenance  &  Utilities 

Cafeteria  Salaries 

Adult  Education  &  Tuition 

Rental 

Equipment  and  Capital  Outlay 

Additional   Appropriations 


Less  Reduction  Board  of  Finance 


Budget 

42,500 

29,063 

8,450 


$      178,077 

$  3,148,032 
20,000 


Actual 

42,263 
30,716 
13,060 


$       80,013 

$       86,039 

1,851,137 

1,844,629 

47,162 

45,504 

50,107 

40,384 

71,200 

69,449 

$  2,019,606 

$  1,999,966 

139,494 

138,205 

60,575 

70,341 

47,495 

54,512 

$      247,564 

$      263,058 

190,012 

172,721 

329,000 

320,000 

103,760 

104,029 

$      432,760 

$      424,029 

32,415 

32,677 

16,818 

13,627 

30,081 

27,064 

4,235 

4,235 

5,000 

4,498 

8,621 

8,810 

6,535 

6.863 

3,420 

4,653 

55,252 

70,987 

15,700 

173.414 


Under 
Expended 


SCHOOL  REVENUES 

Assistance  for  Education 
Assistance  for  Transportation 
Public  School  Building  Grant 
Other  Grants 

$  3,128,032 

565,380 
67.320 

115.663 
66,520 

$  3,119,227 

567,480 
79.189 

123,705 
85.279 

$         8,805 

Over 
Collected 

$      814,883 

$      855,653 

$       40,770 

TOTAL  GAIN  OVER  ESTIMATES 


$        49,575 
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TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 
COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Year  Ending 
August.  31 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

/o 

Increase 
1964-67 

Tax  Rate  —  Mills 

37 

39 

40 

41 

Grand  List  Assessments 

$56,533,990 

$60,774,540 

$64,070,140 

$67,633,390 

20% 

Revenues  from  Town 

2,088,837 

2370,701 

2,558,992 

2,769,740 

33% 

State  Aid  &  Other 

789,058 

805.708 

990,737 

1,044,653 

32% 

Total  Revenue 

2,877,895 

3,176,409 

3,549,729 

3,814,393 

33% 

Town  Costs 

561,353 

668,336 

623,098 

751,190 

33% 

School    Costs 

2,265,841 

2,501,261 

2,844,413 

3,119,227 

38% 

Number  of  Pupils 

4,113 

4,191 

4,254 

4,302 

5% 

Cost  Per  Pupil 

551 

597 

669 

725 

31% 

Population    (Estimates) 

15,100 

14.700 

14,900 

15,400 

2% 

Number  of  Voters 

7,276 

7,069 

7,180 

7,058 

Taxes  from  Business 

*  412,047 

*  499,237 

*  539,444 

592.873 

44% 

%  Business  Tax 

*       19% 

*        21% 

*        21% 

21.4% 

School  %  of  Expenditures         80.2% 

78.9% 

82.1% 

80.6% 

Town  Property  Additions 

37,357 

122,430 

144,893 

**  1,487,812 

*  Adjusted  to  Include  all  taxable  property  of  business 

*  Includes  High  School  Addition  $1,289,960  commenced   1965 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FIRST  SELECTMAN 

Among  highlights  of  the  1966-1967  fiscal  year  were  the  appointment 
of  a  Charter  Revision  Commission:  the  signing  of  the  town's  first  labor 
contracts  and  selection  of  land  for  the  expansion  of  school  and  municipal 
facilities. 

The  Charter  Revision  Commission  named  to  update  the  1961  Town 
Charter  chose  Attorney  Socrates  Mihalakos,  chairman  and  voted  a  change 
from  a  Selectman-Town  Meeting-Board  of  Finance  form  of  government 
to  a  Mayor-Council,  subject  to  approval  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
the  electorate. 

For  the  first  time  union  negotiations  were  an  element  in  salary  con- 
ferences. Involved  were  school  custodians  who  elected  affiliation  with  the 
AFL-CIO;  school  secretaries  negotiation  as  the  Cheshire  Education  Sec- 
retaries Association;  and  the  police  represented  by  the  Cheshire  Police 
Mutual  Aid  Association.  Bargaining  agency  for  the  teachers  is  the  Che- 
shire Education  Association. 

A  2 5 -acre  tract  in  Highland  Ave.,  known  as  the  Tier  property  was 
approved  as  the  site  of  a  proposed  police  station  and  proposed  elementary 
school.  Also  approved  was  a  15-acre  site  on  South  Main  Street  as  the  site 
for  a  proposed  south-end  fire  station. 

On  Memorial  Day,  1967  townspeople  gathered  on  the  Cheshire 
Green  to  pay  tribute  to  the  war  dead  including  PFC  Gary  Richards,  USA 
and  Lance  Cpl.  John  Gravil,  this  Community's  first  two  fatalities  in  the 
Vietnam  war. 

Marine  Capt.  Harvey  C.  Barnum,  Jr.  winner  of  the  Congressional 
Medal  of  Honor  for  conspicuous  gallantry  in  Vietnam,  Dec.  18,  1965 
wras  officially  welcomed  home  July  1  with  a  parade  and  other  festivities. 

In  closing  this  report  I  extend  a  "thank  you"  to  town  officials  and 
employees  for  cooperation  in  making  this  a  year  of  progress. 


John  Mark  Bishop, 

First  Selectman 
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PLANNING  COMMISSION 

The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
85  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 

The  twelve-month  fiscal  period  beginning  on  September  1,  1966, 
and  ending  on  August  31,  1967,  was  a  time  of  continuing  community 
development.  Cheshire's  growth  was  reflected  in  a  very  active  work 
schedule  for  the  Planning  Commission  and  the  professional  staff.  While 
much  of  the  Commission's  work  has  been  in  connection  with  subdivision 
activity,  the  assistance  of  the  newly-acquired  professional  staff  has  made 
it  possible  to  give  greater  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  future. 

In  the  course  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  Planning  Commission  held  ten 
regular  public  meetings  and  21  executive  meetings.  Additionally,  the 
Commission  conducted  four  field  trips  to  various  sites  of  proposed  develop- 
ment, and  participated  in  six  joint  meetings  with  other  land-use  com- 
missions on  matters  of  common  interest. 

Final  subdivision  approval  was  granted  for  nine  applications  repre- 
senting 63  half -acre  lots  and  59  one-acre  lots,  a  total  of  122  residential 
building  lots.  Tentative  approval  was  granted  for  an  additional  29  one- 
acre  lots.  Also  approved  was  one  apartment  development  for  which 
initial  application  had  been  made  before  passage  of  the  zoning  ordinance 
amendment  which  precludes  new  applications  for  apartment  construction. 

Two  applications  for  commercial  development  under  the  Bulk  Land 
Use  regulation  were  approved.  These  were  the  Bozzuto  Supermarket  on 
Highland  Avenue  and  the  proposed  addition  to  the  Maple  Croft  complex. 

The  Commission's  records  show  that  portions  of  seven  meetings  were 
devoted  to  consideration  of  a  proposal  to  create  an  Industrial  Community 
District  in  the  northwest  area  of  Cheshire.  While  final  approval  of  this 
plan  did  not  occur  in  the  fiscal  period,  the  district  was  created  subsequent- 
ly and  a  plan  of  development  has  been  approved. 

Action  was  taken  on  six  referrals  from  the  Zoning  Commission  on 
applications  to  amend  the  Zoning  Ordinance.  In  May,  the  Commission 
gave  qualified  approval  to  the  Open  Space  proposals  for  Peck  Mountain 
and  Interstate  84  which  had  been  recommended  by  the  Central  Nauga- 
tuck  Valley  Regional  Planning  Agency. 

Cheshire's  first  Town  Planner,  Mr.  Samuel  Jernigan,  took  office  in 
March,   1967,  and  has  been  instrumental   in   bringing  new  order  and 
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professional  quality  to  the  Commission's  services.  Regular  office  hours  to 
assist  the  public  in  planning  matters  have  been  established,  and  pro- 
cedures for  the  submittal  and  processing  of  applications  have  been 
standardized.  To  insure  that  the  quality  of  future  residential  and  com- 
mercial development  will  reflect  sound  planning  principles,  Mr.  Jernigan 
has  undertaken  the  task  of  rewriting  the  design  standards  of  the  Sub- 
division Regulations,  and  it  is  expected  that  these  will  soon  be  ready  for 
Commission  and  public  consideration. 

Mr.  Jernigan  and  the  Commission  have  been  aided  considerably  by 
the  continuing  service  of  Mr.  Walter  Kittredge,  Staff  Engineer.  Near  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  Commission  was  also  fortunate  in  obtaining 
the  services  of  a  new  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Robert  Moffatt. 

Planning  is  a  continuing  process.  The  Planning  Commission  is 
charged  particularly  with  the  responsibility  to  anticipate  and  advise  on 
Cheshire's  future  needs  while  giving  close  and  constant  attention  to  the 
present  development  of  our  town.  The  results  to  date  of  the  organized 
staff  services  begun  in  the  last  fiscal  year  lead  us  to  believe  that  both  of 
these  requirements  will  be  met  with  increasing  effectiveness  and  com- 
munity benefit  in  the  coming  years. 


Cheshire  Planning  Commission 


Ralph  T.  Rowland,  Chairman 
Frank  Papandrea,  Secretary 
Lawrence  Copeland 
Albert  B.  Morgan 
Ernest  Rumberg 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  PLANNER 

The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
84  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 

The  six-month  period  from  March  1,  1967,  through  August  31,  1967, 
was  generally  a  period  of  orientation  and  organization.  As  Cheshire  had 
not  had  a  full-time  Planner  prior  to  March  1,  it  was  necessary  to  organize 
the  planning  office  and  establish  standard  administrative  operating  pro- 
cedures for  the  convenience  of  the  general  public  and  Town  Hall  officials. 
Planning  materials  and  studies  accumulated  over  the  past  few  years  were 
reviewed  and  organized  in  order  to  maximize  their  use. 

A  close  working  relationship  was  maintained  with  most  town  boards 
and  commissions.  This  was  especially  true  with  the  Planning  and  Zoning 
Commissions.  Planning  Commission  activities  consisted  chiefly  of  the 
administration  of  the  Subdivision  Regulations  while  Zoning  Commission 
activities  were  directed  toward  rewriting  the  Zoning  Regulations  in  order 
to  obtain  a  more  workable  document. 

During  the  next  fiscal  year  the  following  items  will  be  strongly 
emphasized:  a  capital  improvements  program  for  the  next  six  years; 
a  revised  zoning  ordinance;  new  subdivision  design  standards  and  in- 
creased coordination  among  the  various  land  use  commissions.  Also, 
during  calendar  1968,  it  is  expected  that  work  will  begin  on  a  revised 
major  street  plan  and  a  community  facilities  plan. 

The  purpose  of  Planning  is  to  provide  for  the  orderly  development  of 
the  Town,  and  this  can  only  be  obtained  through  a  realization  of  our 
history,  our  present  situation,  and  our  future  needs. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Samuel  L.  Jernigan,  Jr. 

Town  Planner 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Annual  Report: 

To:      The  Citizens  of  Cheshire 

From:      John  H.  Thorp 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

The  Cheshire  system  received  a  $117,000.00  in  Federal  Funds  under 
Title  III  —  Programs  for  Advancement  of  Creativity  in  Education  —  for 
the  school  year  1967-68.  With  this  grant  the  program  of  developmental 
grouping  and  perceptual  training  moved  forward  from  a  pilot  study  in 
the  school  year  1966-67  to  a  town-wide  primary  program  in  the  fall  of 
1967.  Developmental  examiners  were  hired  for  each  elementary  school 
and  monthly  workshops  in  perceptual  training  for  Kindergarten  and 
readiness  class  teachers  were  scheduled. 

Staff  assignments  included  the  hiring  of  an  additional  elementary 
consultant  for  the  intermediate  grades  and  another  psychological  exam- 
iner. 

The  Initial  Teaching  Alphabet  approach  to  reading  was  adopted  by 
a  second  elementary  school. 

Summer  workshops  in  Social  Studies  and  science  were  conducted 
as  well  as  one  for  the  compilation  of  a  Kindergarten  Workbook. 

This  year  Dodd  Junior  High  School  continued  to  concern  itself  with 
evaluating  and  refining  its  existing  curriculum,  the  improvement  of  in- 
struction and  the  use  of  aids  to  instruction.  The  programs  are  up-to-date 
and  are  being  implemented  by  an  experienced  faculty.  Modern  Math  is 
being  taught  in  seventh  and  eighth  grades;  Latin,  Spanish  and  French 
are  offered  five  periods  per  week  in  the  eighth  grade;  and  Industrial  Arts 
and  Home  Economics  are  being  offered  on  the  same  basis  in  the  eighth 
grade.  The  Developmental  Reading  program  is  continuing  to  progress 
satisfactorily  and  the  Library  Science  course  is  an  established  part  of 
the  seventh  grade  curriculum.  The  eight  period  day  instituted  last  year 
was  used  again  to  provide  for  an  improved  supervised  study  hall  program, 
more  flexibility  in  scheduling  and  more  effective  pupil  placement.  A 
concentrated  effort  was  made  to  capitalize  on  individual  strengths  and  to 
improve  work  habits  and  skills.  The  constructive  use  of  audio-visual  aids; 
tape  recorders,  films,  filmstrips  and  the  overhead  projector  added  variety 
to  teaching  techniques  and  the  materials  supplemented  the  curriculum. 
Guidance  services,  counseling  students,  conferences  with  parents,  orien- 
tation and  placement  of  new  students,  conferences  with  teachers  and 
testing  continue  to  be  a  strong  part  of  the  Dodd  program. 

Cheshire  High  School  continues  to  be  one  of  the  leading  High 
Schools  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  stability  of  the  staff,  the  ad- 
vanced teaching  techniques,  the  modern  up-to-date  facilities  and  the 
strong  support  of  the  Board  of  Education,  all  have  contributed  to  this  end. 
New  techniques  such  as  large  group  instruction  has  been  expanded  and 
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refined.  The  staff  is  engaged  in  preliminary  work  on  large  group  instruc- 
tion in  American  History  and  English.  ESCP  Earth  Science  has  been 
introduced  for  the  top  sections  in  ninth  grade  and  BSCS  Biology  with  its 
heavy  emphasis  on  laboratory  work  has  been  expanded.  Individual  study 
programs  in  Math  has  been  inaugurated  for  the  gifted  students.  A  boy 
from  Italy  attended  Cheshire  High  School  under  the  American  Field 
Service  program.  The  extra  curricular  program  at  the  high  school  con- 
tinues to  grow  reacting  to  the  interest  of  the  students.  Class  dances,  ser- 
vice club  dances,  junior  and  senior  proms  and  sock  hops  were  all  part  of 
the  year.  The  service  clubs  continue  their  strong  support  with  the  Rotary 
providing  after  the  prom  parties  at  the  Waver ly,  the  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce  sponsoring  Youth  and  Government  Day,  the  Kiwanis  sponsor- 
ing Career  Night.  For  the  sixth  year  the  Achievement  Banquet  sponsored 
by  the  Parents'  Group  was  held  in  May  for  those  sophomores,  juniors 
and  seniors  qualifying. 

The  Boosters  Club  sponsored  the  three  athletic  banquets,  one  each 
occurring  in  the  fall,  winter  and  spring. 

The  faculty  continued  an  active  interest  in  graduate  work  with 
thirty-one  attending  institutions  or  doing  graduate  work  during  the  sum- 
mer with  an  additional  twenty-three  carrying  graduate  work  during  the 
school  year. 

167     Seniors  took  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board   Scholastic 

Appitude  Tests  in  December. 
238     Juniors  took  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board  Scholastic 

Aptitude  and  Achievement  Tests  in  March  and  May. 
64     Juniors   took   the  National  Merit   Scholarship   Qualifying  Test  in 

March. 

The  graduating  class  of  1967  numbered  216.  Of  this  number  161  are 
pursuing  some  form  of  higher  education;  111  are  enrolled  in  four  year 
colleges  leading  to  a  Bachelor's  Degree.  An  additional  50  were  accepted 
in  junior  colleges,  other  two  year  programs,  and  nursing. 

ATTENDANCE  STATISTICS 

Average  Daily  Membership 


School 
Year 

Total  Elem.  Enroll. 

Total  Secondary  Enroll. 

Grand 

Total 

Enroll 

966-67 

2666 

1664 

4330 

May  I  thank  the  Board  of  Education,  other  town  departments  the 
teachers,  Parent  Teachers'  Association  and  Parent  Teacher  Organizations, 
the  several  service  clubs  and  all  citizens  of  Cheshire  for  their  cooperation 
in  making  the  year's  work  a  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Thorp, 

Superintendent  of  Schooh 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

The  Public  Works  Department  completed  the  year  quite  successfully 
even  though  several  unforeseen  problems  presented  themselves  during 
the  year.  Some  of  which  were  shortage  of  personnel,  equipment  break- 
downs and  the  continuous  raise  of  costs,  which  for  the  first  time  made 
it  necessary  to  make  a  transfer  of  funds  from  Salaries  to  Department 
expense.  Maintenance  of  the  Refuse  Disposal  grounds  is  the  greatest 
chore  and  growing  each  year. 

Winter  maintenance  was  near  normal,  however  dead  tree  removal 
was  again  above  normal. 

The  Storm  Sewers  were  installed,  the  gravel  and  some  paving 
applied  on  Higgins  Road.  The  completion  of  the  American  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company's  building  during  1968  should  allow  us  to 
finish  this  project. 

Our  men  installed  a  total  of  3660  lineal  feet  of  Storm  Sewers  of 
various  sizes  throughout  the  town  during  the  year. 

The  paving  program  continued  with  work  being  done  by  the  State 
of  Connecticut  under  Town  Aid  Funds.  The  roads  improved  this  year 
were  in  the  Avon  Boulevard,  Forest  Lane  and  Sperry  Road  areas. 

The  Department  has  also  done  a  great  deal  of  work  for  the  Police, 
Library,  Park  and  Education  Departments. 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Peter  DeBisschop  and  the  personnel  of  the 
Department  for  the  fine  caliber  and  large  amount  of  work  done  the  past 
year.  I  also  wish  to  thank  First  Selectman  John  M.  Bishop,  Mrs.  Lelia 
B.  Daubert  and  Miss  Connie  Wallace  for  their  excellent  cooperation 
given  the  Department  during  the  year. 

Fred  W.  Bens, 

Directors  of  Public  Works 
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CHESHIRE  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMISSION 

February  29,  1968 


Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
84  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


Gentlemen: 

Cheshire  continues  to  face  higher  taxes  brought  about  largely  by  the 
great  number  of  new  families  with  school-age  children  moving  into 
Cheshire  and  by  the  escalating  costs  per  pupil  of  educating  them. 

We  can't  do  much  to  stop  this  trend.  No  one  is  seriously  considering 
a  moratorium  on  the  building  of  new  homes  in  Cheshire  or  zoning  all 
remaining  residential  land  to,  say,  2  acre  lots. 

Since  residences  by  and  large  fail  to  pay  their  way  in  taxes,  while 
commercial  and  industrial  establishments  pay  about  4  times  more  than 
their  costs  in  town  services  required,  it  is  apparent  that  we  must  con- 
tinue to  develop  the  industrial  and  commercial  part  of  our  town. 

This  is  the  area  to  which  your  Commission  is  assigned. 

Progress  is  being  made;  whereas  in  1960  real  estate  and  autos 
(largely  homes)  carried  85.5%  of  the  tax  burden,  this  has  been  reduced 
to  77.4%.  Business  and  industry  now  carry  22.6%  of  the  tax  burden, 
compared  to  only  14.5%  in  1960. 

During  1967  we  saw  the  opening  of  Valley  National's  new  plant  on 
West  Johnson  Avenue,  the  doubling  of  Bozzuto's  distribution  center  on 
Schoolhouse  Road,  an  expansion  of  Consolidated  Industries'  facilities,  and 
the  Nalband  and  Fisco  new  buildings  on  Sandbank  Road.  The  Commercial 
growth  was  even  greater;  the  I.G.A.  store  on  Highland  Avenue,  Marvin 
Chevrolet  on  Route  10,  and  Mr.  Gregoire's  4  stores  on  the  old  Catholic 
Church  site,  also,  either  under  construction  or  planned,  the  Grand  Union 
store  and  the  Waterbury  National  Bank  on  South  Main  Street,  and  7  new 
stores  in  the  Maplecroft  Shopping  Center;  all  of  which  will  help  to  ease 
the  tax  burden  on  the  homeowner. 

Your  Commission,  in  the  past  year,  actively  participated  in  arranging 
a  tour  through  Cheshire  and  other  Waterbury  area  towns  of  some  60 
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large  eastern  industrial  real  estate  and  development  brokers.  We  prepared 
and  distributed  nationally  an  attractive  and  comprehensive  industrial 
site  folder  promoting  our  north  end  industrially  zoned  area.  The  interest 
created  by  these  and  other  efforts  has  been  excellent.  At  no  time  in  the 
memory  of  any  of  your  Commission  has  there  been  so  much  interest  in 
Cheshire  on  the  part  of  new  business  and  industry. 

What  can  we  do  to  make  Cheshire  more  attractive  to  business  and 
industry?  Certainly  relocated  Route  6 A  and  suitable  interchanges  with  it 
and  1-84  and  Route  10  will  greatly  add  to  the  desirability  of  our  indus- 
trially zoned  land.  A  commercial  airstrip  could  be  a  significant  asset. 
High  pressure  water  down  Sandbank  Road  and  in  other  areas  will  help 
make  the  land  more  attractive  to  industry.  Likewise,  the  eventual  installa- 
tion of  sewers  will  be  of  great  importance. 

We  will  continue  to  do  all  within  our  power  to  bring  about  an 
orderly  expansion  of  business  and  industry,  and  ask  for  the  continued 
support  of  your  Board  and  of  the  Town. 


Very  truly  yours, 

J.  DeWitt  Knotter,  Chairman 
Economic  Development  Commission 
Nicholas  Fenny,  Vice -Chairman 
Charles  Falk,  Secretary 
Waldo  McC.  McKee 
Ralph  0.  Smith 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  MARSHAL 

March  23,  1968 


Mr.  John  Mark  Rishop 
First  Selectman 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


Dear  John: 

From  September  1,  1966  thru  August  31,  1967  there  were  65  fires 
involving  property  losses  in  town.  They  were  as  follows: 

Ruilding  24 

Car  and  truck  29 

Appliance    9 

Miscellaneous    3 

The  total  fire  losses  were  $96,715.00  of  which  $650.00  was  not 
covered  by  insurance. 

With  the  assistance  of  my  Deputy  Marshal,  John  Rates,  there  were 
157  inspections  and  investigations  made  of  schools,  churchs,  places  of 
assembly,  convalescent  homes,  nursery  schools,  apartment  houses,  public 
buildings,  oil  storage  tanks,  oil  trucks,  fires,  and  complaints. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Ruilding  Inspector  (and  his  staff),  the  Fire 
Department,  and  the  Police  Department  for  their  continuing  cooperation 
and  assistance. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

William  I.  Willetts 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

March  15,  1968 


The  Honorable  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
Cheshire  Police  Department 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


Gentlemen: 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Police  for  the  fiscal  year, 
September  1,  1966,  to  August  31,  1967,  is  hereby  submitted: 

Accidents    314 

Accidents   (Injured)    135 

Accidents    (Fatal)    2 

Accidents    (Dogs) 56 

Break  and  Entering  81 

Burglar  Alarms   (Ans.)    68 

Complaints   4,881 

Doors  and  Windows  (Open)   186 

Fire  Alarms  and  Tests  500 

Lost  Articles  43 

Medical  Assists   86 

Missing   Persons    62 

Road  Signs  Reported  94 

Special  Services  396 

Stolen   Cars 9 

Stolen  Cars  (Recovered)  16 

Street  Lights    (Out)    66 

Thefts   100 

Vacant  Homes   (Checked)    1,010 

Vandalism 175 

Valuation  of  Property:  Stolen  -  $68,389.82;  Recovered  -  $37,648.00. 
Total  Arrests:  405;  Total  Motor  Vehicle  Warnings  Issued:   509. 
Total  Miles  Patroled  for  the  Fiscal  Year:   149,860. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

John  G.  McNamara, 

Chief  of  Police 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

March  11th,  1968 

The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  Library  ceased  to  be  privately  operated 
and  became  a  Town  Department.  The  following  comparative  figures 
illustrate  the  growth  of  library  service  under  Town  management: 

1957 

Population  Served  (est.  Conn.  Dept.  Health)     8,800 

Per  Capita  Cost  2.22 

Registered  Borrowers 

Adult   1,545 

Juvenile  1,246 


Total  Members  2,791 

Book  Circulation 

Adult   23,106 

Juvenile   15,994 

Total 39,100 

Book  Circulation  Per  Capita  : 4.44 

Other  Circulation 

Pictures    

Phonograph  Albums  


1967 

% 

15,400 

75% 

3.22 

45% 

4,614 

2,859 

199% 
129% 

7,473 

168% 

61,007 
44,570 

164% 
175% 

105,577 

170% 

6.85 

54% 

1,021 
2,969 

Personnel  (Full-time  equivalent)   2.5  7.8  212% 

Resources 
Books: 

Adult 9,343 

Juvenile   3,191 


Total    12,534 

Magazines 25 

Phonograph  Albums  

Books  Per  Capita  1.42 

Hours  Open  Per  Week  29 
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18,867 
8,793 

102% 
176% 

27,660 

88 

444 

121% 
250% 

1.79 

26% 

52l/2 

81% 

A  spacious  building  now  seating  90  patrons  and  providing  depart- 
mentalized services  has  replaced  the  former  quarters  now  occupied  by 
the  Historical  Society. 


NEW  RESOURCES  AND  SERVICES  IN  1967 

Last  year  our  growing  business  and  technical  collection,  telephone 
information  service  and  photocopy  facilities  were  publicized. 

Increased  inter-library  cooperation  provided  the  following  new  oppor- 
tunities and  services: 

A  book-mending  workshop,  arranged  by  this  Library  was  attended  by 
25  librarians  from  Cheshire  public  and  private  schools. 

A  teletype  network  established  by  the  State  Library  provides  access 
to  books  from  the  State  and  from  nine  public  and  college  libraries 
in  Connecticut. 

A  union  list  of  periodicals  compiled  by  public  libraries  in  New- 
Haven  County  and  now  nearly  complete  will  aid  local  researchers. 
A  subsidy  from  the  Cheshire  Public  Library  Association  made  possi- 
ble the  indexing  of  one  of  our  most  used  Cheshire  histories. 

With  the  following  three  gifts  the  Library  has  inaugurated  the  use 
of  microfilm:  a  microfilm  viewer,  a  microfilm  file  of  the  Cheshire  Herald 
presented  by  the  publisher,  and  funds  from  the  Cheshire  Public  Librarv 
Association  for  the  initial  purchase  of  microfilm.  With  the  prospect  of 
more  funds  forthcoming  in  1968  from  the  Association  and  the  Federal 
Government,  it  is  anticipated  that  a  substantial  collection  of  microfilmed 
periodicals  will  be  available  to  meet  reference  needs  rapidly  growing  in 
volume  and  complexity. 

The  Library  Department  is  grateful  to  the  many  organizations  and 
individuals  who  have  aided  with  gifts  and  service. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Evelyn  J.  Moss, 

Chief  Librarian 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  HEALTH 

March  1,  1968 


The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
84  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


Gentlemen: 


Cheshire  has  had  another  good  year  in  respect  to  childhood  con- 
tagious diseases  with  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis. 

Immunization  for  measles  through  vaccination  has  been  very  satis- 
factory with  no  cases  of  measles  reported. 

Streptococci,  Group  A,  has  increased;  this  increase,  of  course,  is  a 
result  of  better  identification  by  culture,  provided  by  the  state. 

Compulsory  immunization  against  small  pox,  diptheria  and  polio- 
myletis  for  pre-school  children  has  essentially  eliminated  these  childhood 
diseases. 

The  children  in  the  third,  sixth,  ninth  and  twelfth  grades  require 
physical  examinations  with  booster  doses  of  tetanus  toxoid,  diptheria  and 
whooping  cough  vaccine.  Tuberculin  skin  tests  are  given  to  the  twelfth 
grade  pupils. 

All  town  employees,  including  firemen,  policemen,  public  works, 
town  officials  and  all  members  of  the  educational  system,  including 
cafeteria  workers,  custodians  and  teachers  were  given  the  yearly  injec- 
tions of  influenza  vaccine. 

The  standards  for  housing  of  itinerant  workers  has  been  raised  by 
yearly  examination.  Restaurant  and  pre-school  nurseries  were  also  in- 
spected. 

There  were  many  conferences  with  the  State  Department  of  Health 
engineers  and  the  Building  Inspector  to  eliminate  drainage  and  sewerage 
problems. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  W.  Oxnard,  M.D. 

Acting  Director  of  Health 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PARK  COMMISSION 


The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
54  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
1966-1967 


The  recreation  program  sponsored  by  the  Cheshire  Park  and  Recrea- 
tion Commission  includes  the  summer  playground  program,  run  concur- 
rently in  different  areas  of  Cheshire,  summer  basketball,  Saturday  bowl- 
ing, Saturday  basketball,  swimming,  adult  basketball,  and  adult  softball. 
This  Commission  also  helped  support  the  Charles  Heath  League  Baseball. 
Senior  League  Baseball,  the  Grange  Fair,  and  the  Golden  Age  Club. 
During  1967  the  summer  playground  program  was  expanded  to  a  fourth 
area  in  town. 

At  Mixville  Park,  over  500  families  purchased  season  passes  for 
swimming.  Major  improvements  to  the  facilities  during  1967  included 
the  replacement  of  the  burned  ticket  booth  with  a  structure  donated  by 
the  American  Legion,  a  boat,  a  lifesaving  raft,  and  an  oxygen  resuscitator. 
Pier  sections  for  swimming  were  constructed,  and  additional  fireplaces, 
benches,  and  picnic  tables  were  purchased. 

Cheshire  Park,  like  Mixville,  combines  esthetics  with  function.  The 
baseball  diamonds,  tennis  courts,  and  model  airplane  flying  draw  most 
people  to  this  park.  Major  improvements  during  the  past  year  were  the 
construction  of  a  flush  toilet  facility,  to  be  functional  in  1968,  and  the 
purchase  of  additional  fireplaces,  benches,  and  picnic  tables. 

The  recreation  program  sponsored  by  this  Commission  contains  a 
nucleus  of  viable  programs,  reflecting  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Kenneth  Hali 
who,  on  a  part  time  basis,  formulated  and  directs  them.  To  expand  the 
recreation  program,  and  to  help  plan  the  best  usage  of  both  present  park 
facilities  and  recent  or  proposed  acquisitions  of  land,  this  Commission  has 
strongly  endorsed  the  hiring  of  a  competent  director  of  parks  and  recrea- 
tion. To  determine  the  value  of  such  a  position  to  Cheshire,  one  need 
only  to  survey  neighboring  communities  to  see  what  types  of  recreation 
programs  and  facilities  are  being  developed.  This  Commission  considers 
that  an  expanded  program  in  both  active  and  passive  forms  of  recreation 
will  provide  residents  of  all  ages  with  outlets  for  more  purposeful  use  of 
their  leisure  time. 
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As  in  past  years,  this  Commission  has  benefited  from  the  assistance 
of  many  agencies  and  clubs.  Some  of  our  recreational  programs  were 
conducted  on  the  property  of  public  schools  and  the  Youth  Center.  The 
Department  of  Public  Works  has  provided  us  with  both  manpower  and 
equipment.  Assistance  has  also  come  from  Cheshire  Kiwanis,  Cheshire 
Jaycees,  Suburban  Garden  Club,  Cheshire  Garden  Club,  the  American 
Legion,  Cheshire  Fire  Department,  and  several  local  Boy  Scout  and  Girl 
Scout  troups.  We  gratefully  acknowledge  and  thank  all  of  these  groups 
for  their  assistance. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

David  E.  Leonard,  Chairman 
Ruth  C.  Burke,  Vice  Chairman 
Kenneth  Hale,  Secretary 
Sally  Shumway 
George  Erk 
Henry  W.  Hicock 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Cheshire,  Conn. 


Gentlemen: 

The  principal  objectives  of  the  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  are 
twofold:  (1)  to  provide  skilled  nursing  care  on  a  part-time  basis  and 
(2)  to  conduct  a  school  health  program.  In  addition,  because  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Medicare  program,  the  agency  has  continued  its 
contract  with  the  Waterbury  Rehabilitation  Center  to  provide  physical 
therapy. 

During  the  year  23  Medicare  patients  have  been  registered,  with 
14  on  the  active  list  at  present.  They  have  required  308  visits  by  the 
nursing  staff.  Six  of  the  Medicare  patients  have  also  been  under  the  care 
of  a  physical  therapist  who  works  under  a  doctor's  orders  and  in  co- 
operation with  the  nurses.  These  patients  have  received  125  treatments 
during  the  year. 

Supervision,  also  a  necessary  requirement  of  Medicare,  was  provided 
without  charge  by  our  consultant  from  the  State  Dept.  of  Health  through 
June  30,  1967.  For  the  final  two  months  of  the  year,  a  special  Medicare 
Supervisor  was  assigned  on  a  part-time  fee  basis.  Furthermore,  the 
agency  was  advised  that  it  must  find  its  own  supervisor  on  either  a  full- 
time  or  part-time  arrangement.  Candidates  were  interviewed  and  one 
chosen  who  is  to  begin  her  duties  in  March  or  April  of  1968. 

The  visiting  nurse  program  required  2,088  visits,  897  of  which  were 
therapeutic,  the  remainder  for  health  guidance.  Ten  Well  Child  Con- 
ferences, conducted  by  local  doctors,  provided  physical  examinations  and 
immunizations  for  preschool  children.  A  dental  clinic  for  three  to  five 
year  olds  was  attended  by  41  children  whose  teeth  were  examined,  clean- 
ed, and  treated  with  one  application  of  fluoride.  Preschool  children  also 
took  part  in  a  vision  screening  program  carried  out  in  cooperation  with 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness.  Arrangements  were  made  by 
the  Senior  Nurse,  and  the  testing  was  done  by  a  group  of  volunteers. 


SCHOOL  PROGRAM 

The  nursing  agency  has  a  contract  with  the  Board  of  Education  to 
provide  the  school  health  program.   Service  given  includes  first  aid  to 
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minor  accidents,  for  illness,  health  guidance  to  pupils  and  parents,  and 
conferences  with  teachers  and  others  in  the  school  system.  During  the 
year,  first  aid  was  administered  5742  times,  an  increase  of  250  over  the 
preceding  year,  and  health  guidance  1508  times. 

The  nurses  are  grateful  to  the  Lady  Lions  who  assisted  in  vision  test- 
ing in  the  schools  and  who  also  donated  two  Good  Lite  vision  screening 
devices  to  be  used  in  the  program.  The  help  of  these  faithful  volunteers 
enabled  both  teachers  and  nurses  to  have  more  time  for  their  professional 
duties. 

Following  the  plan  used  in  previous  years,  the  nurses  delivered 
talks  on  Personal  Hygiene  to  all  6th  grade  girls. 

Mrs.  Laden's  resignation  after  more  than  fourteen  years  of  service 
was  received  with  deep  regret.  Her  ability  as  a  nurse  and  as  an  admin- 
istrator was  recognized  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  the  staff  and  by  the  many  individuals  in  the  community  which  she 
served. 

The  present  staff  includes:  Margaret  Slattery,  Senior  Nurse;  Evelyn 
Ricci,  Violet  Codianni,  and  Virginia  Butterfield,  staff  nurses. 


Respectful!}-  submitted, 

Dellar  L.  Crumrine, 

Secretary 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHESHIRE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  INC. 

May  1,  1968 


Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
84  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire.  Connecticut 


Gentlemen: 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  Cheshire  Fire  Department,  Inc. 
responded  to  a  total  of  160  alarms. 

Brush 45                           Chimney 1 

Building   16                           Dump   2 

Vehicles    36                           Mutual  aid  2 

Miscellaneous 11                           Oxygen  1 

Elect.    Appl 12                          Bus.  Bldg 8 

Oil  Burner  6                           False  Alarm  3 

Accidents   14                           Wires  Down 2 

The  fire  loss  for  the  year  is  estimated  at  $105,000.00.  All  but 
$5,000.00  was  covered  by  insurance. 

The  year  1966  -  1967  has  seen  many  of  our  projects  come  to  life. 
The  specifications  for  the  New  Aerial  Platform  are  now  complete  and 
ready  to  go  out  for  bids.  The  land  for  the  south  end  firehouse  has  been 
purchased  by  the  Town  and  the  Town  Building  Committee  is  showing- 
very  good  progress. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Finance,  The 
Police  Department,  and  The  Fire  Marshal  for  the  help  and  cooperation 
this  past  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

John  A.  Williams,  Chief 

Cheshire  Fire  Department 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

March  25,  1968 


Mr.  John  M.  Bishop 
First  Selectman,  Town  of  Cheshire 
Town  Hall,  84  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


Dear  Mr.  Bishop: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 

This  was  a  year  for  the  Conservation  Commission  of  dedication  to 
the  establishment  of  specific  goals  and  the  development  of  a  plan  by  which 
these  goals  could  be  achieved. 

Some  of  these  goals  are  long-range  and  that  is  all  to  the  good  of  the 
town,  for  Cheshire's  goals  in  the  area  of  conservation  will  not  be  achieved 
simply  by  year-to-year  expediencies,  but  will  be  achieved  by  five  and 
ten-year  programs,  as  well  as  those  that  affect  the  town  for  generations 
to  come. 

One  of  the  first  concerns  of  the  Commission  was  what  could  be  done 
to  improve  the  approach  from  the  south  to  Cheshire  Center  as  one  came 
along  Route  10  or  South  Main  Street  from  New  Haven. 

One  of  the  first  suggestions  was  to  enlarge  the  street  tree  beautifica- 
tion plan  that  had  been  developed  by  me  several  years  ago  for  South 
Main  Street.  This  included  off  street  tree  plantings  that  could  be  set  out 
on  the  properties  abutting  state  highway  as  a  contribution  by  the  home- 
owners and  shopkeepers. 

The  landscaping  of  the  Cheshire  Shopping  Center  was  also  part  of 
the  initial  project  for  the  beautification  plan  for  South  Main  Street.  Mr. 
Marvin  Levine,  representing  Mr.  A.  Perlroth,  owner  of  the  shopping 
center,  agreed  to  comply  with  the  Waterbmy  National  Bank's  request 
through  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  the  local  bank  manager,  to  earmark  $5,000 
ior  the  beautification  of  the  center.  Mr.  Thomas  Williams  acted  as  liaison 
commissioner  with  Mr.  Perlroth,  Mr.  Moore  and  ourselves.  The  land- 
scape details  were  worked  out  by  Mr.  Meagher  and  me  for  the  shopping 
center.  As  a  result  of  the  1967  negotiations,  the  landscaping  will  go  for- 
ward in  April  of  this  year. 

One  of  the  objectives  considered  by  the  Conservation  Commission 
was  the  land  indexing  for  the  town  in  which  a  card  file  could  be  set  up  on 
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various  tracts  investigated,  giving  information  of  ownership,  acreage  and 
the  opinion  of  those  who  visited  the  land,  as  to  development  or  future  use. 
To  this  end,  several  areas  were  examined  as  possible  locations  for  the 
open-space  concept  in  the  town.  At  the  request  of  First  Selectman  Mr. 
John  Bishop,  our  Town  Planner,  Mr.  Samuel  Jernigan,  and  the  Cheshire 
Planning  Commission,  a  90-acre  tract,  known  as  the  Drew  Development 
in  the  Peck  Mountain  and  1-84  area,  was  surveyed  on  foot  by  members 
of  the  Conservation  Commission.  It  was  recommended  that  the  Central 
Naugatuck  Valley  Regional  Planning  Agency  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Cheshire  should  be  encouraged  to  explore  the  possibilities  of  this  area  for 
open  space.  However,  we  wish  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  this  preliminary 
investigation  would  not  commit  the  town  in  any  financial  way  nor  did 
it  constitute  the  approval,  in  detail,  of  the  character,  size  or  location  of 
the  particular  facilities  outlined  in  the  presentation  given  by  the  CNVRPA. 

We  feel  that  in  order  to  evaluate  the  merits  of  each  specific  proposal 
by  the  agency,  we  would  have  to  consider  this  90-acre  tract,  along  with 
other  potential  areas  in  the  town  of  Cheshire,  to  determine  what  specific 
areas  would  bring  the  greatest  return  to  the  citizens  of  Cheshire  as  places 
for  active  or  passive  recreation,  the  preservation  of  natural  beauty  and 
what  it  would  mean  to  both  the  physical  and  social  aspects  of  the  com- 
munity. We  feel  the  town  has  benefited  by  our  cautious  and  careful 
approach  to  the  purchase  of  this  tract,  for  since  the  time  that  w7e  were 
initially  approached  and  made  our  on-the-spot  survey,  we  have  found 
that  the  Federal  Government  cannot,  at  this  time,  underwrite  any  portion 
of  the  cost  of  acquiring  this  land.  Since  that  time,  we  have  been  approach- 
ed by  Mr.  Robert  Russell,  of  Mountain  Road,  who  wishes  to  convey  to  the 
town,  as  a  gift,  a  40-acre  tract.  Careful  steps  are  being  taken  to  work  out 
a  means  by  which  the  land  could  be  accepted  by  the  town,  honoring  the 
manner  in  which  the  land  is  to  be  given  as  a  gift  by  Mr.  Russell  and 
seeing  to  it  that  this  intent  is  perpetuated  forever  through  a  land  trust 
with  a  sound  and  workable  reverter  clause.  We  feel  that  this  is  a  pilot 
venture;  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Cheshire.  We,  as  a  Commission,  feel  we 
have  an  obligation  to  insure  the  citizens  of  Cheshire  that  any  land  that 
they  wish  to  donate  to  the  town  as  open  space  would  be  preserved  in 
strict  adherence  to  the  person  giving  the  property.  In  applying  sound 
legal  advice  by  men  experienced  in  land  trusts,  we  hope  to  develop  a 
sound  tool  for  the  acquisition  of  land  as  open  space  for  the  people  of 
Cheshire. 

Another  aspect  of  our  Conservation  Program  is  the  preservation  of 
its  stately  trees  and,  in  the  early  part  of  April,  we  arranged  for  the  con- 
ducting of  an  elm  tree  survey,  enlisting  the  cooperation  of  the  local  Bov 
Scouts.  This  was  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  them  to  do  work  on  conser- 
vation merit  badges  and,  at  the  same  time,  do  a  service  to  their  commun- 
ity. The  elm  survey  consisted  of  pinpointing  locations  of  diseased  or  dead 
elms  on  maps  with  a  checklist  by  street  and  location.  This  was  done  in 
the  south  and  central  sections  of  the  town.  It  was  through  this  survey 
that  the  town  was  able  to  have  its  elms  sprayed  by  contract  bidding  and 
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the  dead  and  diseased  elms  removed  by  the  town's  own  Public  Works 
Department.  In  early  '67,  the  Conservation  Commission  recommended 
that  the  quit  claim  deed  for  the  Harris  property  on  Cedar  Lane  in  the 
town  of  Cheshire  be  approved.  On  the  center  of  this  tract  is  a  fine  shallow 
pond,  which  is  ideal  for  skating  in  the  wintertime.  It  will  serve  as  a  fine 
recreational  area  in  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Such  small  areas  throughout  the  town  can  serve  as  spot  recreational 
sites  and  will  permit  children  of  grammar  school  age  to  enjoy  outdoor 
recreational  facilities  within  walking  distance  from  their  homes.  Many 
of  these  small  areas  can  also  serve  as  outdoor  biology  and  science  class- 
rooms for  the  public  schools  and  our  children.  We  also  feel  it  is  important 
to  preserve  the  historical  sites  within  the  Town  of  Cheshire.  We  have 
been  indebted  to  Mr.  Fritz  Meusel,  a  member  of  our  Commission  and  a 
biology  teacher,  for  reporting  to  us  several  natural  areas  as  well  as  historic 
sites.  We  are  losing  one  of  our  Commissioners  this  April.  We  will  miss 
Mrs.  Mary  Louise  Lyons.  She  has  contributed  a  great  deal  toward  the 
development  of  our  goals  and  was  successful  in  her  efforts  in  acting  as 
liaison  between  our  Commission  and  the  Garden  and  Women's  Clubs  of 
Cheshire  and  the  Girl  Scouts.  Our  loss  will  be  another  community's  gain 
in  the  town  in  which  she  serves. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Herbert  J.  Cran,  Jr.,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SEWER  COMMISSION 


The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
84  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


Gentlemen: 


The  year  1967  saw  the  start  of  surveying  for  the  sewers  in  the 
center  of  Town.  This  survey  work  also  included  the  main  interceptor  to 
the  treatment  plant  site  by  the  Quinnipiac  River.  The  Commission  feels 
that  we  can  comply  with  the  State  Water  Resources  Commission  order 
to  have  a  system  in  operation  by  August  1970.  This  Order  results  from 
the  passage  of  the  Clean  Water  Act  by  the  1967  Legislature,  which  also 
provides  substantial  financial  aid  to  qualified  sewer  projects. 

The  design  of  the  plant  and  lateral  sewers  in  the  center  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  summer  of  1968  and  construction  could  begin  in  1969  after 
State  and  Federal  approval. 

Meanwhile,  the  Commission  is  looking  for  future  areas  in  need  of 
sewers.  In  this  regard,  we  would  like  to  have  the  towns-people  express 
their  wishes  to  the  Commission  to  guide  our  planning. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  E.  Loud,  Chairman 
Richard  T.  Reilly,  Secretary 
Robert  B.  McKeagney 
Patrick  Euley 
Mitchell  D.  Dudarevitch 
Gordon  Drazen 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ZONING  COMMISSION 

January  23,  1968 


The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
84  South  Main  Street 
Cheshire,  Connecticut 


Gentlemen: 


During  1967  the  Zoning  Commission  continued  its  revision  of  the 
zoning  regulations  and  the  zoning  map.  Weekly  work  sessions  were  held 
to  supplement  the  regular  meetings  which  are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  each  month.  Progress  was  impeded  by  sections  such  as  special  permits 
and  the  like  which  consumed  a  great  deal  of  our  time. 

Late  in  the  year  the  Town  Planner,  at  the  request  of  the  Commission, 
presented  several  suggestions  relative  to  possible  sections.  These  are  now 
under  consideration. 

The  continuing  cooperative  efforts  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the 
Economic  Development  Commission,  the  Planning  Commission  and  the 
Town  Planner  is  noted  with  appreciation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

John  C.  Wolff,  Chairman 
Julius  Humiston,  Secretary 
Gilbert  A.  Lassen 

Norman  L.  Maconi 
Leslie  T.  Schakenbach 
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ERNST   &    ERNST 

900  Chapel  Square 

New  Haven,  Conn.  06509 


Board  of  Finance 

Town  of  Cheshire,  Connecticut 


We  have  examined  the  financial  statements  of  the  various  funds  of 
the  Town  of  Cheshire  for  the  year  ended  August  31,  1967.  Our  examina- 
tion was  made  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted  auditing  standards 
and  in  conformity  with  the  applicable  requirements  of  the  State  Tax 
Commissioner  concerning  municipal  audits,  and  accordingly  included 
such  tests  of  the  accounting  records  and  such  other  auditing  procedures 
as  we  considered  necessary  in  the  circumstances. 

In  our  opinion,  the  accompanying  financial  statements  as  listed  in 
the  table  of  contents  under  the  caption  "Audited  Financial  Statements" 
present  fairly  the  financial  position  of  the  various  funds  of  the  Town  of 
Cheshire,  at  August  31,  1967,  and  the  results  of  their  operations  and  fund 
changes  for  the  year  then  ended,  in  conformity  with  generally  accepted 
accounting  principles  applied  on  a  basis  consistent  with  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

Identical  copies  of  this  report  have  been  furnished  to: 

Tax  Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 

Board  of  Finance 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Town  Clerk 

Town  Treasurer 

Tax  Collector 

Board  of  Education 


Ernst  &  Ernst 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

Robert  D.  Kaharl,  C.P.A. 

Audit  Manager 


New  Haven,  Connecticut 
February  9,  1968 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
TOWN  OF  CHESHIRE 

August  31,  1967 


Recommendations : 

The  recommendations  which  follow  are  intended  to  indicate  those 
areas  of  internal  control  and  procedures  which  came  to  our  attention 
either  through  observation  or  discussion  with  Town  officials,  in  which 
improvement  of  control  or  efficiency  appears  appropriate  and  desirable. 
Our  recommendations  are  not  intended  to  be  all-inclusive  nor  to  give 
blanket  approval  to  procedures  and  controls  not  specifically  commented 
upon. 

1 .  Additional  control  appears  desirable  in  the  administration  of  the 
various  school  activity  funds.  It  is  suggested  that  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation establish  a  written  policy  on  the  proper  handling  of  these 
funds.  The  policy  should  clearly  state  procedures,  forms  and  the 
purposes  for  which  monies  can  be  received  and  expended  and  should 
require  the  various  fund  custodians  to  furnish  an  accounting  of  the 
funds  at  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

2.  All  funds  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  Building  Inspector  should  be 
promptly  remitted  to  the  Town  Treasurer,  together  with  an  appro- 
priate detailed  report,  with  deposits  to  be  made  at  least  weekly. 

3.  Minutes  of  all  Board  meetings  should  be  complete  and  timely  sub- 
mitted to  the  Town  Clerk. 

4.  A  listing  of  refunds,  certificates  of  errors,  abatements  and  transfers 
to  suspense  tax  book  should  be  published  in  the  Town's  annual 
report. 

5.  A  departmental  property  ledger  with  proper  detail  for  acquisitions, 
disposals  and  valuations  of  real  and  personal  property  should  be 
established  and  maintained  for  both  the  General  Government  and 
Board  of  Education. 

6.  All  bank  accounts  should  have  at  least  two  authorized  signatures 
required  to  sign  checks  or  make  withdrawals. 

7.  School  lunch  directors  at  the  various  schools  should  deposit  receipts 
daily  and  tie  deposits  into  the  cash  receipts  report.  The  cash  receipts 
report  should  indicate  cash  deposited  and  statistical  data  of  lunches 
served. 

8.  It  was  noted  during  our  examination  that  a  majority  of  invoices  and 
vouchers  of  the  Dog  Fund  and  the  School  Activity  Funds  were  not 
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Recommendations  — Continued 

stamped,  "Paid."  These  supporting  documents  should  be  so  marked 
as  to  preclude  their  reuse. 

9.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  increasing  surety  bond  coverage. 
Amounts  presently  carried  are  less  than  amounts  recommended  by 
the  State  Tax  Commissioner. 

10.  Leases  for  all  Town  owned  property  rented  to  individuals  or  organ- 
izations, should  be  prepared  and  kept  on  file  in  the  First  Selectmen's 
Office. 


Ernst  &  Ernst 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

Robert  D.  Kaharl,  C.P.A. 

Audit  Manager 

New  Haven,  Connecticut 
February  9.  1968 


Photo  by: 

Don   Coviello,   courtesy  of 
Waterbury    Republican    American 
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